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4.11 SPSS in Focus: Range, Variance, and  
Standard Deviation
In the SPSS in Focus section of Chapter 3, we computed the mean, the 
median, and the mode for creativity, measured as the time (in seconds) it 
took participants to list 10 uses for a paper clip. The 
data for this example, originally given in Table 3.11, 
are reproduced here in Table 4.10. In this section, 
we will use these same data to compute the range, 
variance, and standard deviation.

1.	 Click on the Variable View tab and enter 
creativity in the Name column. We will enter 
whole numbers, so reduce the value in the 
Decimals column to 0.

2.	 Click on the Data View tab and enter the 20 
values in the creativity column.

3.	 Go to the menu bar and click Analyze, then 
Descriptive Statistics and Frequencies, to 
display a dialog box.

4.	 When you select the creativity variable and 
click the arrow in the center of the dialog 
box, creativity will move into the box 
labeled Variable(s): to the right. Make sure 
the option to display frequency tables is not 
selected, and then click on Statistics to bring 
up another dialog box.

5.	 In this dialog box, select Std. Deviation, 
Variance, and Range; then select Continue.

6.	 Select OK, or select Paste and click the Run 
command. Table 4.11 shows the SPSS output table.

41 80

65 80

123 64

46 59

48 51

87 36

38 80

90 143

132 122

115 100

This table originally appeared as Table 3.11 in Chapter 3.

TABLE 4.10 � The Time (in seconds) That It Took a Group of 20 
Participants to Write Down 10 Uses for a Paper Clip on a 
Creativity Test


